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By Hunter Jameson
SPORTS EDITOR
After having one of the greatest collegiate
baseball seasons on record, former Torero third
baseman Kris Bryant returned to Fowler Park on Feb.
8 to receive his Golden Spikes Award. USA Baseball
presents the Golden Spikes Award to the nation's best
collegiate baseball player, as Bryant was deservinglv
so in 2013.
Rick Riccobono, a representative from USA
Baseball, presented the award to Bryant just prior to the
start of the alumni game at 1 p.m. His 2013 statistics
were impressive, totaling 31 home runs and 62 runs
batted in (RBI) while keeping a .329 batting average.
He was the national leader in home runs, runs (80)
walks (66), total bases (187) and slugging percentage
(.820). Bryant now holds the record for most home
runs in a season during the BBCOR bat era.
Winning the prestigious Golden Spikes Awards
puts him among MLB stars such as Bryce Harper,
Buster Posey, David Price, Tim Lincecum, Jason
Varitek and legend Will Clark; whom have all won this
award in previous years.
In June, Bryant was also given the Dick Howser
Award, which is presented by Easton Foundations to
the nation's best player. Other candidates included
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill's Colin

Moran, Vanderbilt University's Tyler Seede and
number one overall draft pick, pitcher Mark Appel
from Stanford University.
The Torero baseball program had a very successful
season with Bryant leading the way, winning the West
Coast Conference Tournament in Stockton, Calif.,
which gave them a spot in the Regional tournament.
The Toreros lost to eventual NCAA Champion UCLA
Bruins, but the team and coaches have a lot to be
proud of.
During his time as a Torero, Bryant made many
memories. A couple particularly stand apart from the
rest. "In terms of baseball, my game against B YU [was
my favorite] because 1 actually hit my first walk-off
home run," Bryant said. "As a team, it [my favorite]
has to be winning the WCC Championship last year."
Bryant holds USD baseball records in; home runs
(54) lugging percentage (702), total bases (448) and
runs scored (196). He is also eighth all-time in batting
averhge with .3f?LHe was a three time Ail-American,
three time first team All-WCC selection and WCC cofreshman of the Year in 2011 and WCC Co-Player of
the Year in 2011 and 2013. Bryant also excelled in
the classroom, holding a 3.1 cumulative grade point
average which resulted in an academic All-WCC
honor.
Bryant is very appreciative of what the USD
See BRYANT, Page 16
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USDtv gets overhaul
from local station
By Matt Hose
NEWS EDITOR
Local news station KGTV has
donated a new production set worth
hundreds of thousands of dollars to
USDtv, helping to grow the role of
student media on campus.
The studio set first came onto
USD's radar when Gina Lew, a
professor of communication studies
and a former news anchor at Channel 8
news in San Diego, took her advanced
journalism class to visit to see a live
news broadcast at KGTV Channel 10.
While talking with her friend Steve
Atkinson, the current co-anchor of the
station, she discovered that the station
was building a new, state-of-the-art
studio set and was planning to donate
the old one.
Atkinson told her that KGTV
had decided to give the old set to
San Diego State University, the alma
mater of investigative producer J.W.
August. Lew immediately contacted
August, with whom she had previous
professional experience.

She lobbied for the studio set to
come to USD, arguing that SDSU
already had the necessary equipment to
produce a quality broadcast while USD
was severely under-equipped.
For the next several months, she
persistently followed up with several
staff members of KGTV until they
pledged to donate the set - originally
valued at around $350,000 - to USD.
Atkinson said that the decision to
give it to USD made sense when Lew
approached him.
"1 couldn't think of a better place
for this set to go," Atkinson said. "I've
had the pleasure of being able to speak
to some of Professor Lew's classes and
I knew what you guys were up against.
You had a tremendous professor, a
tremendous program, but you just
didn't have the set."
At the reception banquet for the
studio set, Noelle Norton, the dean
of the College of Arts and Sciences,
praised the tenacity and spirit of Lew
in securing the donation.
See USDTV, Page 3
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Members of the Channel 10 news team pose at USDtv's new anchor set with members of faculty, administration and USDtv staff.
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Big time rush: recruitment week hits campus
Bv Matt Hose
NEWS EDITOR
Expecting record numbers of
potential new members, USD's
fraternities have begun a new semester
of recruitment week with the addition
of a new fraternity.
The week began on Tuesday, Feb.
11 and continues through the weekend
when students will decide which
fraternity, if any, to join.
Mandy Womack, the director of
student organizations and Greek life
at USD, said that one of the biggest
changes to recruitment this year will
be that a new fraternity will be looking
to start its chapter on campus.
Sigma Pi will participate in rush
this year, though it will go about a
different process from the rest of the
fraternities. Since it does not yet have
an established base of members to
recruit new pledge's, two members of
the fraternity's national headquarters
are living on campus and recruiting
a base of "founding fathers," the first
pledge class of a new fraternity.
Though students likely won't
notice a huge change in the rushing
process, Womack said that the new
fraternity is a sign of growing interest
on campus to participate in the rushing
process. She said that over 100 more
students have participated per year for
the past several years.
"Students want to be involved in
a smaller group on campus," Womack
said. "They want to find that home
away from home, and I think that
fraternities and sororities are popular
ways that are pretty well-known on a
national level."
Cody Cross, a senior and the
recruitment chair for Lambda Chi
Alpha, was excited by the prospect
of a spike in interest in Greek Life.
However, he acknowledged that with
more and more students it can be
more difficult for the fraternities to
get to know each individual, and that
with more chapters it can be more
difficult for the individual students to
be able to differentiate between the
fraternities.
To help combat this problem,
Cross, seniors Carson Drake and
Teddy Simonson, both members of
Phi Kappa Theta, created an online
platform called Greek Rush. It was
launched on Tuesday and serves
as a way to collect a database of all
the people rushing, along with their
pictures and descriptions to help
the fraternities remember the each
individual.
The week itself begins with
an introductory meeting in the UC
Forums on Tuesday, during which
the fraternities first
present their
booths to the pledges and show a
combined pledge video. The week
then continues with individual events
on Wednesday through Friday, with
fraternities scheduling activities such
as going to batting cages, having'
barbecues and going to a driving
range to get to know their potential
recruits on a more personal level. The

Kevin Nelson/The Vista

Students learn about the seven different fraternities on campus at an informational meeting onTuesday. Each fraternity hosted a booth at the meeting.They plan several events
throughout rush week.

events culminate in Pref Night over
the weekend.
"Pref night is an invite-only
privilege awarded to those who have
shown they share the values of the
fraternity," Jeff Bamett of Beta Theta
Pi said.
With seven fraternities now on
campus, some of the rush events tend
to overlap. Cross said that students
usually have their choices narrowed
down to two or three fraternities by
Friday. However, he said the most
difficult part is really getting to know
someone in such a short period of
time.
"That's the tough part," Cross
said. "When I was a freshman there
were only five fraternities. This is the
first semester that we've dealt with
having so many fraternities. We'll see

how it goes, it's definitely going to be
harder to keep track of."
Spencer Montoya, president of
the Inter-Fraternity Council and a
member of Sigma Phi Epsilon, agreed
that it can be difficult to get to know
such a great volume of people in a
short period of time. Nevertheless, he
said that fraternity members can leam
ways to find the ones that would be
more committed to the values of a
particular fraternity.
"By the third day it gets pretty
exhausting talking about the same
stuff with all the different chapters,"
Montoya said. "So you try to create a
personal bond and alleviate the stress
of 'what's the right thing to say' and
be yourself. That's ultimately what
we're looking for."
Phillip Juarez, a sophomore

and
IFC's
vice
president
of
communications, said that the climate
of Greek life at USD is different from
that of any state school.
Since USD is a smaller school
with less than 2,000 people involved
in Greek life, Juarez said that many of
the barriers dividing fraternities can be
broken. He said that the bond that the
entire Greek community at USD feels
can at times be more important than
the individual fraternities. Therefore,
he said that during rush week he
sometimes recommends recruits to
other fraternities.
"We realize that although we
would like as many guys as possible,
our goal at the end of the day is to get
them into an organization that they
love and that they are going to be
happy with," Juarez said.

In the end, Womack had a piece
of advice for the students who decide
to pledge to a fraternity. She said that
it often occurs that students might
have second thoughts about the choice
they made in the initial time at a new
fraternity.
However, she said that like with
any organization it takes time to form
a lasting bond, but that once that bond
is formed it can become the basis for a
lasting friendship.
"There's this sense that it's going
to be this immediate connection,"
Womack said. "But it takes a long
time to develop those friendships. So
they may get into it and say, 'this isn't
what I thought it was going to be,'
but they grow into it as it becomes an
opportunity for shared experience."

Atlanta archbishop emphasizes diversity
By Jackson Somes
ASST. NEWS EDITOR
To junior Terez Lemmons, the topic
of race remains a challenging subject to
broach in today's society.
"Just bringing that word [race] up
is difficult in so many different ways,"
he said.
Lemmons is the vice president of the
campus organization the Black Student
Union. He found encouragement and a
sense of relief upon hearing Archbishop
Wilton Gregory's speech on the progress
of multicultural appreciation and the
importance of promoting inclusion and
diversity.
On Feb. 5, USD hosted Archbishop
Gregory in celebration of Black History
Month and in promoting awareness of
Catholic social thought. Archbishop
Gregory has a distinguished career as
a member and leader of the Catholic
church. In 2005 he was named the
Archbishop of Atlanta, a position he
currently occupies, and from 2001
to 2004 served as the president of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops. Gregory is also applauded
for taking a leading role in response to
the sex abuse scandal of the Catholic
church. He issued numerous apologies
and defrocked priests found guilty of
sex abuse. In recognition for his efforts
he was named Time's Person of the
Week in 2002.
The effort to bring Archbishop
Gregory to the USD campus began back
in October of 2013 with the Center for
Christian Spirituality. According to Cara
McMahon, the director of the Center
for Christian Spirituality, the university
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Archbishop Wilton Gregory speaks about the importance of creating inclusive communities within USD.

was looking for a speaker who could
speak on the importance of an inclusive
community through the lens of faith for
Black History Month.
The message of the speech was one
of understanding and tolerance.
"We are still struggling, as a
nation, to practice what it preaches,"
Archbishop Gregory said. He called
for the nation to uphold the values of E
Pluribus Unum printed on our currency.
"Racism is only able to survive if

there is ignorance," he said.
According to the Archbishop,
ignorance and racism are able to survive
because of a lack of multicultural
education. To him, the key for combating
racism lies in more than just achieving
tolerance in society. Instead, the only
hope for the future of our country is to
foster respect for diversity.
For Lemmons, the Archbishop's
speech was a necessary event in the
broader discussion about race on

campus.
"I feel like things like this [the
Archbishop's speech] are really
necessary and should happen more
often so we can stay in dialogue with
class disparities and race disparities,"
Lemmons said.
He also agreed with the archbishop's
message of multicultural education as a
means to break down prejudice.
"I learn about Blacks during the
civil rights movement then that's it,"

Lemmons said. "Let's leam a little
deeper about other cultures so I can see
myself in the textbook, I can see myself
through the accomplishments of people
who share my skin."
Sophomore
Jeffrey
DeFelice
walked away from the speech agreeing
with the Archbishop's message on
sensitivity. The Archbishop urged the
audience to be more sensitive when
discussing race, especially through the
use of social media and the internet.
"I like Twitter, I tweet a lot and I
liked how he [the Archbishop] said at
any moment you can tweet anything
with just the push of a button...there is
no filter," DeFelice said.
Peace and Justice graduate student
Marta Cicalkoua agreed with the
Archbishop's message that racism
will always exist as long as there is
ignorance, but finds the construction of
race to be artificial. "From the biological
perspective there are more differences
within Africa, racial differences, than
between Europeans and Asians,"
Cicalkoua said. "It just doesn't make
any sense. This idea of race doesn't
make any sense to me."
To McMahon, one of the more
memorable messages from the speech
was persevering through adversity.
McMahon saw this message as
particularly relevant for students at
USD who may cross prejudice in
their lives. Our community here at
USD knows that it's valuable to be in
solidarity with those students as they
continue to practice their persistence,"
McMahon said. It s important that we
be persistent with them and support
their questions.
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PUBLIC SAFE
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

misc.

alcohol/drugs
Feb. 9
Location: San Miguel Arcangel Hall

Feb. 8
Location: San Rafael Hall

Feb. 6
Location: Camino Hall

At 12:51 A.M. Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated student. Upon investi
gation, one student was determined to. be able
to care for herself and she was released to her
residence.

At 2:04 A.M. Public Safety responded to a .
report of possible marijuana use and underage
drinking. Upon investigation, two students
were cited for minor in possession of alcohol.

At 3:59 P.M. Public Safety responded to a report of
unauthorized weapons on campus. Upon investigation,
one student was determined to be able to care for
himself and he was released to his residence.
•• •

•• •

•• •

Feb. 8
Location: San Rafael Hall
At 12:07 A.M. Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated student. Upon investi
gation, one student was determined to be
unable to care for herself and she was trans
ported to Detox.

Feb. 8
Location: Missions A

Feb. 4
Location: Mother Rosalie Hill Hall

At 11:04 P.M. Resident Assistants cited eight
students'for Liquor Law Violations.

At 8:30 A.M. Public Safety responded to a report of a
theft. Upon investigation, unknown suspect(s)
vandalized seven plants between an unknown date and
time and Feb. 4 at approximately 7 A.M. hours.
•• •

•• •

•• •

Feb. 8
Location: Missions A

Feb. 8
Location: Manchester Village

Feb. 3
Location: manchester village

At 12:38 A.M. Resident Assistants cited five
students for Liquor Law, Violations.

At 11:33 P.M. Resident Assistants cited four
students for Liquor Law Violations.

At 3:42 P.M. Public Safety responded to a report of an
alleged sexual assault which occurred in October 2013
at an unknown date and time.

•• •

•• •

•• •

Feb. 8
Location: Founders Residence Hall

Feb. 7
Location: Missions Crossroads

At 12:08 A.M. Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated student. Upon investi
gation, one student was determined to be
unable to care for herself and she was trans
ported to the hospital.

J

Feb. 2
Location: Mission Parking Structure

At 12:29 A.M. Public Safety responded to a
report of an intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, one student was determined to
be able to care for himself and he was
released to his residence.

At 12:35 P.M. Public Safety responded to a report of a
theft. Upon investigation, unknown suspect(s) stole a
student's vehicle between Jan. 31 at 4 P.M. hours and
Feb. 1 at 6 P.M. hours.

VALENTINES SAFETY TIPS

REPORT ALL SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
TO CAMPUS PUBLIC SAFETY

-Don't leave expensive Jewelry unattended
-Don't drink and drive
-Don't eat candy from strangers
-Chocolate melts in the sun

emergencies: (619) 260-2222
non-emergencies: (619) 260-7777
Mike Van Mierlo/The Vista

USDtv inaugurates donated studio
USDTV, continued from Front Page
The studio set includes separate
anchor, weather, sports and interview
sets, each outfitted to the professional
standards of a live news broadcast.
With the knowledge that the
university was soon to receive this
donation, the College of Arts and
Sciences and the Office of Student
Affairs made a joint effort to outfit the
new studio set with new equipment.
This included new cameras and
lights, as well as a production control
room, which would enable USDtv
to produce and edit videos all from
within their new center in the Joan B.
Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice.
For Andrew Tripodi, one of the
main anchors of USDtv, the set and
studio are much more than just a
physical addition to the organization.
He looked back on his freshman year
at USD when he first started working
with USDtv.
"I was an anchor and we started
on a folding table," Tripodi said. "It
was terrible, but it was fun to still
be part of. And now we have three
cameras and an amazing studio. It's a
great opportunity to sort of enter that
professional world."
President Mary Lyons, who
delivered a speech in commemoration
of the. donation, agreed with Tripodi's

sentiment. The set will allow students
to "channel their dreams and their
successes into career paths [by] doing
work that real pros do," Lyons said.
Atkinson remembered his time
in front of the camera as the most
important time of his college career.
He said the feeling of being on a
professional set, along with the
practice of being in front of a camera
over and over again are some of the
most important parts of a college
student's preparation to enter a career
in his field.
For sports anchor Camden
Wicker, the studio represents an
important step in establishing the
legitimacy of USDtv.
He said that last year all three
of the anchors had to sit side by
side, but now he will have his own
sports desk. He also said that he will
now have staff and writers working
underneath him, improving quality of
content and decreasing the workload
for the anchors. As for the set itself,
he said that it will add a much more
professional feel to the content that
USDtv produces.
"It means that the quality of our
shows are so much better," Wicker
said. 'It looked a little bit amateurish
when I first came on, but you can tell
there's such a big improvement. I'm so .
proud to come to the set every day."

THE VISTA
Editorial - 619.260.4584
Business - 619.206.4714
www.thetisdvista.com

Photo Courtesy ofVincentVidaurri

President Mary Lyons delivers a speech looking forward to USDtv's use of a studio donated by Channel 10 KGTV.
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Coca-Cola ad changes American values
By Kevin Searle
CONTRIBUTOR

In making a list of products that
most would view as American, CocaCola would only lose out to apple pie
and baseball. A huge multinational
company, few companies more
strongly represent the capitalist spirit
of our country than Coke.
For its part, Coke strongly defines
itself by its American values; through
the Cold War, Coca-Cola refused to
sell its products past the Iron Curtain.
With this taken into account, it
should hardly be surprising that the
company would set its Super Bowl ad
to the tune of 'America the Beautiful.'
What was surprising, however,
was the execution of the commercial,
titled 'America is Beautiful'. The song
was sung in seven different languages
and the commercial prominently
featured individuals of many different
races and ethnicities, as well as a gay
couple.
In some corners of the country,
the backlash was swift and strident.
Some commenters lambasted the ad
for portraying an 'American' song in a
language other than English.
Others reacted to the diversity
highlighted in the ad, arguing that
America as a 'melting pot' need not be
inclusive of other cultures; this version

lose many of its customers.
I can't say whether Coca-Cola
actually stands to lose any customers
for its Super Bowl ad. I can say,
however, that any criticisms of Coke for
its commercial are entirely ridiculous
and unjustifiable.
America has no national language,
just as it has no national religion, just
as there is no single background from
which all Americans come. To imply
that people speaking languages other
than English are 'wrong' is at best,
unenlightened. It can be considered
racist and even hateful.
The sort of racist, xenophobic
thinking that spurred some to anger
over Coke's commercial is the thinking
that justifies racism, sexism and bigotry
in general.
Saying that one language must be
the only one used and accepted would
imply that that language is better. If
one language is better, than the other
languages must be inferior. If one
culture must be the norm, than the
other cultures are not acceptable.
Fifty years since the Civil Rights
movement, it's disheartening to know
that our country can't move past
racism, the original sin of our country.
Thinking that English is better is
a small step from thinking that white
is better, the thinking that pervaded our
country for so long and that we have
worked so hard to overcome.
If we do hope to overcome racism
and bigotry, the first and only possible

Monophobia: the fear of being
alone. I'd argue that we have created
a generation of monophobics, college
kids in our twenties who are terrified of
being alone.
We've accepted that being in your
twenties can be a bit lonely, so we
try to compensate for that loneliness
by settling for friendships and
relationships that are mediocre, normal
and boring.
I consider myself a very social
person; but I will admit, that up until
college, I had a very difficult time
Photo Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
being independent.
Coca-Cola's "America the Beautiful" advertisment raised a contoversy among many in,
Having moved so many times
regards to the way our country defines a true "American".
growing up, I was repeatedly forced
and wonderful country.
so reveres.
into feeling alone each time I arrived
The American Dream is of an
The commercial showcases the
to a new place.
America where there is no better or
beautiful
and
diverse
landscapes
that
So to avoid this loneliness, I
"If we do hope to overcome racism and bigotry, the first our nation is so rife with. It's fitting, worse, there is simply American.
constantly surrounded myself with
Coke, for its part, seems to agree
and only possible step is the acceptance of differences in then, that the diverse landscapes are
family, friends and some meaningless
with me. The commercial argues,
inhabited by such a diverse group of
relationships,in order to assure myself
culture, creed and language."
as would I, that America's diversity
people.
that I would never have to feel like I
Every person represented in the is what makes it great and should be
was on my own.
We are all social beings and need of a 'melting pot' means that everyone step is the acceptance of differences in commercial is equally American, celebrated.
I can't think of a better statement
because there is no right way to be
connections and relationships with leaves behind their own cultures for culture, creed and language.
Coca-Cola's ad highlighted the American. Americans do not look a for the company to make to such a
others in order to stay healthy and sane. the superior American one.
For its transgressions, some 'spacious skies,' 'shining seas,' 'amber certain way, act a certain way or speak
large portion of the United States.
So it's no surprise that when we do
1 don't drink soda, but the
not have someone to spend time with, warned that Coke needed to revert to waves of grain' and 'purple mountain a certain way.
We simply live in a multifaceted commercial left me wanting a Coke.
confide in, discuss our dreams, hopes, 'American' values, or else it would majesties' that 'America the Beautiful'
fears and desires with, we feel lonely
and alone, and are therefore obligated
to find someone to fill that void.
In college, when we are running on
hormones and romantic expectations
cxx><x><xx><xxx><>c><><x>o<x><xxx>c><xxx><>c><xxxxxxx><><c><c><xx><x><x><xxx><><xx><xxxx><cxx>^^
put in our minds from romance novels <X><XXXXXXX><XXX><XXX><XX><><C><>C><XXX><XXXXXXXX><>C<><X>C><XXXXX><XXXXXX>CXXXXXXX><XXXX>C<XX^
and movies, it's nearly impossible to
avoid the desire to be in an intimate
relationship with someone else.
We are all searching for that
Facebook's app,
takes posts from your
one person we can be our complete
selves around, talk to about anything
Facebook News Feed and reorganizes them into
and everything and spend countless
hours with, just enjoying each other's
a deck of animated cards that allows you to
company.
quickly scroll through information. Stories are
While it's sometimes easy to run
Your Paper is made up of different
away from these desires, they exist in
sorted by interests and topics for the users
sections where you'll find stories
almost every human being because we
about various themes and interests.
convenience.
crave comfort, familiarity and intimacy.
I would argue that although we
thrive on these connections, the primary o<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx><>o<><x><xxxxxx><xxxx><><xxx><xx><><><xxxxxxxxxxxxx><xxxx>o<xxxxxxxx><xxxxxxxxxxxxx><x^
reason so many college students want
Enter bill sub total
and have romantic relationships is
because we fear loneliness.
We are threatened by the fact that
once we leave college, the opportunities
Ever been out to dinner and not known how
we have to meet a significant other
fpaia ilator !§
Tip Calculator
much to leave as a tip? TipsPius does the work
Calculator
Tip Calculator
decrease.
We are scared we will both be
for you. The app uses a similar layout of your
lonely while we are here but also that
How was your service
iPhone calculator to calculate the best tip for
we will continue to be alone once we
enter the real world. And that world can
your bill based on the quality of your service.
be very intimidating if we don't have
someone else there with us.
Our generation seems to be
\>XXXyXXXMxXXyXXyXXMyXyXXyyxyyxyyXyXXXXyxyxyXyXXW>&yyX>0<X>OOOOOOVQ<XX^^
moving toward being more financially
and socially independent from each
SDCHI2014
other, however, there is still a pull for
many college students to be involved
with someone else.
With the Winter Olympics starting in the midst
It surprises me that in a time of
embracing individual freedom and
of our semester, it can be challenging to keep up
expression, we are still so inclined
with events and medals. Download NBC Olympics
toward defining ourselves based on
acceptance and reassurance from
to get quick and easy updates directly on your
others.
We are at an age when we are
phone, no matter how far
fa from a TV you are.
still trying to figure ourselves out and
in many ways, we feel as though we
1
>^<><xxxx><x><xx>o<x><xxxxxx>c<^oo<xx>c^>o<xxxx><xxxx><xxxxx>oo<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx>o<xxxxxxxx>c,<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx><>o<xxxxxxxxxx>c><^
cannot do this on our own.
While it's important to have
Swipe < to start a
2:52 PM
new note!
social interactions and connections
1 | Go to class
Tue. Feb IL 2014
Swipe > to return
throughout college, it is still better to
to note list
be alone than settle for relationships
• Write article for The Vista
and friendships that do not lead you to
Pendo is the ultimate life organizer. This app
In the note fist,
2:52 PM
long press a
be the best person you can be.
Tue Feb II. 2014
note or swipe >
• Dinner at the SLP
combines to-do list and timeline elements to
While 1 have nothing against
to delete it
relationships, I believe college should
organize your day in a clear way. With email,
be a time to explore yourself as an
• Homework
Buy milk, eggs
and apples
text and social media sharing options, Pendo also
individual before getting romantically
Run I mile (Try
eb II. 2014
or intimately involved with another
type letter *T' in
" loop.
• Club event
keeps the people in your life "in the
the next line then
person.
We are selfish in our twenties and
need time to figure out how to become
the people we are going to be once we
enter the real world.
cts •
All Pr
While it's comforting to have
someone around all the time, we also
need to be alone at some point in order
Don't have time to send Valentines Day roses
S4999
Washington
to learn how to define ourselves as both
students and individuals.
to your significant other this year? ProFlowers
Whether it be a desire one is aware
can help you. This app allows you to send fresh
of or something that is subconscious,
we are all trying to find our own place
flowers and plants in seconds to any address.
both at USD and in the world around
You can also set reminders so you don't forget to
us, and having someone else there to
confide in makes that journey seem
send them to your loved ones again!
much less terrifying.

i

Ph

d n e a p p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e w e e k

Paper- Stories from Facebook
Paper,

TipsPius

NBC Olympics

Pendo

ProFlowers

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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What d o y o u think a b o u t Valgnting's Pag?
CAITL

J-CIHMO.ILCILINA-MI 'HNOJN

"I think it just emphasizes
whether or not you are in a
relationship. If you are, you feel
obligated to buy a gift and if not,
you just feel lonely."

"It depends on how many boxes
of chocolate I get from my mom."

A'LCO/C

"Valentine's Day is a good
reminder to recognize and
appreciate the love we have for
all the friends and family in our
lives."

"I think Valentine's Day is a day
to support Hallmark in their card
making, eat lots of chocolate,
and when all else fails, drink
Champagne."

LISET

CIRTINEG^

"Valentine's Day is a yearly
reminder that love is a special
gift that we have in our lives. We
should cherish it and share it
with those around us."

SUM PL

"I like the holdiay, but it also
makes me sad that people use it
a s the only way to show people
that they love them."

(J
"It's really important to
recognize all sexualities on
Valentine's Day because
the only thing that ail
couples want to do on that
day is celebrate with their
significant other. They also
just want to make each
other feel extra special.
All I personally want is the
same attention or lack of
attention a s everyone. I want
to be treated the same at a
restaurant and I don't want
stares when I am buying
something for my partner.
Simply, we just want to be
treated like everyone else."

Whose responsibility is it to keep us informed?
By Sara Butler
ASST. OPINION EDITOR

Governor Jerry Brown may have
declared an official drought emergency
for the State of California, but
many USD students faced their own
unrelated water shortage inside their
university apartments. While residents
complained about the water, the real
shortage was the lack of updated
information.
Just past noon on Feb. 3, USD
Residential Life sent an email to
sophomore students living in the Alcala
Vista apartments.
"For the time being, water will be
temporarily shut off in the following
areas due to a city water leak that has
been found along a nearby road," USD
Residential Life said. "Our latest update
stated that the city has arrived on site
and are trying to locate the source of
the major leak. They will be opening
up the road to make the necessary
repairs, so please be aware that there
may be corresponding noise."
As is the case with many other
Alcala Vista apartment dwellers, 1
received this email on my phone while

Letters
to the
Editor Policy

running around campus for classes and
clubs.
"We will continue to provide
you with updates via email as we
receive them," USD Residential Life
continued, "but please feel free to
contact our office with any questions
or concerns."
I went about my day as usual, but
constantly checked for updates on my
phone. However, USD did not send
out any further emails regarding the
situation. This made me think that the
situation was stagnant with no new

While I questioned the the water
inside my own room, I kept waiting
for an update from the university. No
email had been sent, and not once did
1 consider calling the office to find out
updates myself.
Is it our responsibility as students
to seek out the information, or is it
USD's job to update us with news?
Lots of students complain that we
receive too many emails from USD on
our Sandiego email accounts. Many of
us assume that this information is not
relevant or valuable to us.

As college students, we are in a
state of transition. Being on our own
for the first time teaches us how to be
responsible youijg adults. While this
usually includes things such as doing
our own laundry and buying groceries,
it also means becoming informed
students.
USD's
continuous
updates
coincide well with our growing
electronic world. By utilizing email
and social media, USD has found the
best way to connect with the millennial
generation.

"There is a major difference between providing valuable information and parenting
students. With constant reminders about when to submit forms, sign up for events and
pay bills, sometimes USD emails serve as a safety net for forgetful or ill-informed
students."
information.
That night, I came home at
9:30 p.m., a full nine hours after the
email about the water leak was sent.
Absentmindedly, I went over to the sink
and turned on the faucet. It worked.
Did Residential Life forget to
send a follow-up email, or did USD
accidentally turn the water back on?

The Vista strongly
encourages letters
to the editor from
students, faculty, staff,
administration and the
community.

While I scan over unimportant
emails every day, last Monday I
scoured my inbox looking for an email
from Residential Life updating me on
the situation.
Has USD's constant influx of
information caused us to expect our
university to always deliver the news
that matters to us?

However, there is a major
difference between providing valuable
information and parenting students.
With constant reminders about when
to submit forms, sign up for events
and pay bills, sometimes USD emails
serve as a safety net for forgetful or illinformed students.
Also, USD departments and

Correspondence should
be sent to editor@
usdvista.com with the
subject line "Letter to
the Editor." Letters for
the up-coming edition are
due Saturday by 6 p.m.

Submissions should be
limited to 500 words and
must include verifiable
contact information.
Letter content is subject
to editing for clarity and
style.

organizations have abused the value of
emails, sending so many per day that
they end up getting glazed over by
impatient college eyes.
These points are not to say that I do
not appreciate the email updates USD
provides to us. Without them, I would
have missed out on many deadlines and
opportunities here at our university.
The problem is that the more we
receive emails keeping us updated
with important information, the less
we are likely to remember what we are
told.
Whatever information we receive
flies over our head, because we figure
it will come around again. When it
doesn't, we are often angry at the
source for giving us limited updates or
reminders.
As students, we are responsible
for ourselves and seeking out the
information that is important to us.
While USD can guide us in
the right direction, we need to stop
holding our university's hand. The sole
responsibility of becoming informed
students rests on us.
By acknowledging our old habits
and taking control of the situation, we
can seek sources and sift through the
clutter to be well-informed about what
truly matters to us.

The Vista does not
publish anonymous
letters, those addressed
to a third party or letters
in poor taste.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University oj San Diego or its student body.
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A single girl's guide to Valentine's Day
By Courtney Ochi
CONTRIBUTOR

By Brittany Carava
FEATURE EDITOR
February is associated with a few
different holidays. Valentine's Day,
Washington's and Lincoln's birthday
and now Facebook's 10th anniversary.
What started as a networking site
for the students of Harvard, quite
obviously has become one of the
largest phenomena of the last five to
seven years.
I've always valued the social
networking site for their ability to
connect me to my family and friends
across the nation and allow for me
to keep up with their busy lives.
However, it was not until recently
that I realized just how powerful the
social networking giant really is. The
introduction of the Facebook "Look
Back" video prompted me to reflect on
my time spent as part of the network.
It was around October of my
sophomore year in high school when I
got a Facebook. I joined aclub on campus
where they posted all the meeting's
schedules and announcements on their
page so naturally, 1 bugged my mom to
let me have one. I convinced her that it
was absolutely necessary for this club
that I was a member of and the fact
that I could remain safe online unlike
MySpace.
She finally
caved with ,the
compromise that she would make
a profile as well to make sure I was
staying safe online.
Now that I'm in college it is
actually nice to have her on Facebook
so she can keep up with everything that
goes on in my life and vice versa. This
is beside the point, the real fact that I'm
getting at is that as I viewed my one
minute video chronologically telling
my story of using Facebook, I freaked
ojjtfi bit,.
Not only does Mark Zuckerberg
and his band of computer geniuses
have the ability to create this little
slideshow in a matter of seconds, they
have the ability to see everything that I
have put out their for the world to see.
No matter how many blocks or security
settings I have on my account, some
super genius/computer has access to
the most pivotal years of my life.
I find it odd that for the time
period that I've had my Facebook, it
has been the most transformative years
of my life. Whether or not Facebook
has shaped these last five and a half
years, I don't even want to go there
right now. But honestly as I watched
my most liked posts and my shared
photos and random events throughout
my awkward teenage years, I could not
believe how much I had grown up.
It
included
pictures
from
10th grade with braces and weird
crimped hair straight out of a John
Hughes movie, all of the photos
from homecomings, Sadie Hawkins,
proms and me cheering at football
and basketball games .There were also
pictures of my family visiting friends
from Arizona and pictures of me during
a Biology field lab during sophomore
year at USD, all these moments were
all there for my viewing pleasure.
As I finished watching this creepy
blast from the past, 1 established the
fact that whoever or whatever created
this video had in no way completely
depicted the last five years of my life.
I knew that the computer system
or a group of Facebook techs could not
create such an all encompassing video
in just one minute. There were too many
random blips on the timeline of my
pivotal adolescent years for Facebook
to include. Instead, they picked the
most popular ones, which again, did
not in any way fully illustrate this time
period of my life.
I've reached a point where I agree
with the theory that is commonly held
among adults, that social media does
truly infringe on your own privacy,
your own thoughts, ideas, life in
general.
Facebook is a great networking
tool, don't get me wrong, but this
realization of the true power of
Facebook was just another tick mark
on the reasons to abandon social media
altogether. Although I know I won't
abandon this crazy online universe
anytime soon, I now use Facebook with
a bit more discretion and a critical lens
of the power of the place to "connect
and share with the people in your life."

Two words: forever alone. Okay, maybe that's a little dramatic. But for all of us single women without a significant
other, Valentine's Day can be a cruel way for the world to stamp a huge "forever alone" stamp on our foreheads.
While all of our friends are receiving gigantic heart shaped boxes of chocolate and red roses, we're just hoping that
the chocolate makes them fat and the flowers die and wither away.
But amidst the candy hearts and mushy love notes, maybe there's some joy that exists in being single this Val
entine's Day season. So what can we do on the day of love when we have no significant other to love? Here's a single
girl's guide to easing the pain of not being struck by cupid's arrow this Valentine's Day.

Send flowers to yourself.
Even if they'll die, every woman can appreciate receiving a bouquet of roses.
And why not kill two birds with one stone? As part of their "V-Day Movement,"
The Women's Center will be selling roses in front of the UCs and La Paloma. The
funds from this rose sale will be donated to a local women's shelter. In purchasing
yourself roses you're not only being your own best valentine, but you're also
supporting women throughout San Diego.

Pair your chocolate with your favorite Rom-Com. It is only fitting to break
out the romantic comedies. Take your pick at one of your favorite chick flicks,
knowing that any significant other you could have would probably despise your
choice. But air on the side of caution on anything that has Nicholas Sparks' name
written on it. His movies have a funny way of making you feel alone - which is
what we're trying to avoid.

Go on a Tinder Date.
Just because you're single doesn't mean you have to spend the holiday alone. Try
swiping right a few times. You may be pleasantly surprised by that guy with the
mirror selfie or cute dog. If things work out, you could always tell people you met
Chocolate. Chocolate. Chocolate
If flowers aren't your thing, indulge in a little chocolatey goodness. Without a at Costco.
significant other, you can enjoy the entire box of chocolates all on your own sans
Be Grateful.
judgement. No sharing necessary.
Last but not least, be grateful. You're young, you're beautiful and you have many
years of failed dating ahead of you. So for now, enjoy all the freedom that you
have. Explore parts of San Diego you've never seen before. Try going to a movie
Google "UJS. Divorce Rate."
If none of the previous pick-me-ups work, googling "U.S. Divorce Rate" will put by yourself. Do all the things YOU want to do. Now is your time to be selfish, so
you on the fast track to happiness. You can thank your lucky stars that you aren't take advantage of it.
Valentine's Day no longer has to be the shameful self-moping holiday that it
on the road to being part of the 50 percent of Americans whose marriages end in
used to be. In times of extreme singlehood, embrace all that being young and free
divorce.
has to offer.
And if that fails, at least Valentine's Day falls on a Friday. So if you're 21, you
Blast some Beyonce.
At one point in time, Beyonce was a single lady. Crank up the pre-Jay Z and Blue can cuddle up to some 75 cent beers at Beachcomber and cheers to a fabulous you.
Ivy Beyonce tunes and embrace your inner Queen B.

Neighborhood Spotlight: Mission Hills
Historical site offers up eclectic shops and restaurants
By Brittany Carava
FEATURE EDITOR
Tucked away on the hilltops of Mission Valley is a quaint historic district of San Diego known as Mission Hills. A quick nine minute drive through winding streets
leads you to an oasis of a lively neighborhood filled with unique restaurants, shops and art galleries that has something appealing for almost any taste.

Dining
DiningBlue Water Seafood Market and Grill:
Enjoy the freshest fish in San Diego prepared
in sandwiches, salads, lunch plates or delectable
fish tacos. Locals opt for take-out as the small
eatery tends to get crowded during prime meal time.
Shoppers can also browse the market fresh catches of
the day to take home and grill up themselves.

Espresso Mio:
Sample
homemade
pastries,
breakfast
sandwiches, freshly baked cookies and your favorite
pressed espresso in a quaint cafe overlooking a
nearby canyon. The.back patio is a perfect spot to
enjoy nature and catch up on some homework while
enjoying a tasty treat.

Cafe Bleu:
This restaurant and wine bar offers up delicious
gourmet entrees with a French twist on conventional
steak and seafood. There is also a weekend brunch
menu with a wide selection of omelettes, french toast
and sandwiches.

Shopping
Lavish Aromatic Botanical Products:
This unique shop offers up a healthy makeover
for your skin care and beauty products. With the
relaxing, spa-like atmosphere, shoppers are treated
to a calming experience to browse for organic face
cleansers, mineral oils, soaps and mineral makeup.
The shop also sells prescription strength products for
any skin ailments you may attain from spending a
little too long in the warm San Diego sun.

Howlistic:
If you're taking care of a furry friend, look
no further than this hip and healthy pet store that
specializes in pet nutrition. The friendly staff will
help recommend products to ensure that your pet
is in top shape for running around Mission Bay or
taking a casual stroll in Balboa Park.

t

Cecilia Boutique:
This chic store has a wide selection of trendy
fashions in clothing, shoes and accessories. The
shop even hosts personal in-store styling parties
for groups by appointment at any time and custommade clothing by local designers for one-of-a-kind,
exclusive pieces. The boutique also holds in-store
runway fashion shows that feature seasonal trends
and the upcoming styles that are featured in the store.

Other Adventures
Cinema Under the Stars:
Enjoy the latest flicks, on a 20foot screen with HD projection and
surround sound while lounging in a
comfy recliner, loveseat cabana or deck
chair and ottoman. If for some reason
the weather's a little chilly the theater
provides blankets and heaters under the
retractable dome.
Mission Style Art and Architecture:
If fine architecture strikes your
fancy you can tour the beautiful
residential areas filled
with some
of San Diego's finest mission-style
architecture.
Gardening:
If you have a green thumb and are
looking for a new project to work on,
look no further than the Mission Hills
nursery, San Diego's longest running
nursery opened by Kate Sessions, the
"Mother of Balboa Park" in 1910.

Photos Courtesy of Loginname and barretr/Wikimedia Commons
Brittany Carava/TheVista
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Student business venture supports battered women
By Brittany Carava
FEATURE EDITOR
What started as a student project
has quickly become a tremendous
passion for sophomore Maggie
Reynolds. As the president of Broken
Chain, a non-profit student business
that sends proceeds from student art
overseas to abused women in needy
Reynolds brought the project to new
heights when the student group paired
with Casa de Luz.
"When I found Broken Chain, it
was in its infancy. The general idea and
structure was in place, but the charity
that hatd been chosen was not a viable
selection for many reasons," Reynolds
said.
Sophomore Rani Kumar suggested
Casa Luz as she had spent six months
serving at the facility. Kumar became
vice president of the organization and
brought her unique personal experience
with the non-profit to help encourage
her fellow members to give back to the
philanthropy.
"My six months volunteering in
Casa Luz profoundly impacted my life.
The connections I made with the kids
there and the heartbreaking cycle of
abuse I was exposed to have made me
determined to help as many people as
I can break out of it," Kumar said. "I
saw too many of the girls get sucked
back into abusive relationships or
return to abusive homes. Though all
of them struggled along the way, the
shelter finally gave them a chance to
start healing."
Casa Luz, or "House of Light,"
located near San Jose, Costa Rica, is
a haven for adolescent mothers who
come from extreme poverty and have
been abused and or exploited. Created
by Eldon and Lori Cooke, the center
emphasizes Christian principles while
promoting the successful integration of
adolescent mothers and their children
into society.
"Our purpose is to help these
young mothers realize that they can
have healthy lives, positive social
interactions and a nurturing relationship
with their children," Reynolds said.
"Our mission is to help them actualize
this possibility by teaching the life
skills needed to achieve a productive
and independent future."

Photo Courtesy of Rani Kumar

Reynolds recognizes that this
people group was in need of support
and wanted to approach it with a
successful solution.
"Personally, I try to engage
difficulties with curiosity instead of
anger or resentment and try to learn
from them. I can be angry at the culture
that does not discourage this or the men
who invaded these little girls bodies
without their consent, or I can engage
in their difficulties by trying to provide
a safe environment and aid for these
mothers," Reynolds said.
The members of Broken Chain
were able to donate their largest
contribution after a large student art
sale at the end of last semester. The
organization gives USD student artists
the chance to expose their works while
donating part of their proceeds to Casa

More challenges.
More hope.
More -failures.
More joy.
More potential.

Final application
deadline for the
2014 corps:

grow themselves.
Luz.
"It is a win-win situation for
"It is a very grounding feeling
everyone," Reynolds said. "We made
several hundred dollars during our sale, when you think and act outside of your
which reaffirmed for me that others own interests. I know I feel validated
were ready to contribute to our cause as a person of value and purpose when
and hopefully enjoyed the artworks I spend time and energy working
towards someone else's happiness,"
they purchased as well."
Broken Chain not only serves as Reynolds said. When I start feeling
a group to provide necessary funds for self absorbed or sorry for myself, I
Casa Luz, the members also serve as recognize that shifting my focus to
advocates for domestic violence. "As the plight of those much less fortunate
a club we seek to empower both the makes a shift inside of me, a shift that
local artists we work with as well as works towards my level of happiness."
the abuse survivors in Casa Luz, while
Through the support of consistent
generating dialogue about the complex
issues surrounding domestic violence," donations of local San Diego artists,
Casa Luz creates a space for social
Kumar said.
For Reynolds, getting involved is workers, psychologists and special
not just an opportunity to help others, needs educators to provide 24-hour
but also an opportunity for students to care and counseling for the women

living in the safe houses.
These educators create a home
like environment at Casa Luz that
is filled with love and acceptance,
while also fostering responsibility
and accountability. Throughout this
treatment they are able to produce
young women who consistently
progress toward a brighter future.
Broken Chain serves as an
opportunity for students to act as
Changemakers and give back to a
cause a bit outside the USD bubble.
The compassionate student members
of Broken Chain hope to expand their
business in the upcoming year so they
can cater to more artists both at USD
and nationwide.
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Valentine'sto
R \ / Ashley
A CK I AU Sapp
By

CONTRIBUTOR
Valentine's Day is tricky business. It's similar to having your birthday on Christmas, things can either go great or snowball into a total flop. Feb. 14 in all its lace and red decorated glory, is the most fraught day of the year;
the chance to send the wrong message disguised as the perfect opportunity to express your feelings. Dinner might be too much. It can sometimes be impossible to get reservations at the most popular restaurants.
A card may be too cliche. Thankfully, Valentine's Day doesn't have to be a grand work of art to be effective. Here are 10 local and alternative ideas to celebrating the international day of love and friendship.
Bonus: these fun activities won't put a strain on your wallet and can be arranged on short notice.
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"My show explores the exploitation of animals
in the food industry and the circus,
referencing classical artists and investigating
ideas of the factory-like mechanical
reproduction of organic objects."
-Shea Abbott'14

FOR NOTHING

:

-

•

a senior thesis exhibition by Shea Abbott
February 17-21
9am-5 pm

dosing reception - February 21
6pm

Sacred Heart Gallery University of San Diego
5998 Alette Park San Diego. C A 92110

Cfo/nisicj r Voo/t:
03.03-03.07
03.17-03.21
03.24-03.28
03.31 -04.04
04.21 -04.25
04.28-05.02
05.05-05.09

ANNE BRADY
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CHRISTOPHER HINCKE

PAINTING/DRAWING

KATHERINE DERLOSHON

PHOTOGRAPHY

REMI DALTON

PAINTING/DRAWING

ANDREA TROBRADOVIC

PHOTOGRAPHY

CATHY NGUYEN

VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS

JULIA SORENSEN

DRAWING/VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS

J&T Thai Street Food is quality food on a budget
A casual dining restaurant on Linda Vista is perfect for hungry students
By Anastasia Macdonald
ASST. A&C EDITOR
J&T Thai street food opened its
doors in 2012 to overwhelmingly
positive reviews and has become one
of Linda Vista's most affordable and
modern restaurants. This restaurant
offers a casual atmosphere, friendly
service and flavorful dishes, all at a very
reasonable price. J&T is growing as an
attraction for Linda Vista residents and
USD students. The restaurant is about
a 10 minute walk from campus, and
has a convenient takeout option perfect
for busy students.
The modern style of the restaurant
makes it stand out in comparison
to others in the area. The cashiers
and servers are friendly and the
food is prepared quickly. The space
is decorated sparingly, with many
recycled materials such as steel panels
and wooden picnic-style tables. The
restaurant also has a small bar area
and an open kitchen, creating a casual
atmosphere. "I can take a visiting
friend there, there's good cheap food,
and it's a place they wont have on their
home campus" said senior Yvonne
Toscano
The menu offers a small selection
of classic Thai dishes. It is is divided
into seven categories, including
salads, four different entrde categories,
appetizers and drinks. Each entree had
a list of interchangeable ingredients,
like types of curry, various vegetables
and meats. It is easy to customize and
construct a personalized plate. An
assortment of Thai teas and juices is
also offered, all with options to add
Boba. The prices for the main dishes
ranged from $6 to $8 and drinks and
appetizers all ranged from $2 to $4.
When contrasted with restaurants
whose menus list endless pages of
entrees, the J&T menu was well-

organized and simple to work with.
The relaxed and modern style
of J&T was the vision of chef Jit
Pipatkhajonchai. Pipatkhajonchai had
previously owned several restaurants
in Las Vegas, and has also worked
as a chef at JWok in East Village,
San Diego. In 2012 Pipatkhajonchai
partnered with his friend Tomsin
Ungrangsee to create the casual-style
restaurant.
Both
Pipatkhajonchai
and Ungrangsee had interest and
experience in interior design, which
inspired them to construct and decorate
J&T themselves.
Food is easy to order and always

arrives quickly, usually within 10 to 20
minutes. The shrimp Pad Thai, chicken
curry and Boba Thai ice tea are among
the most flavorful menu options. The
Pad Thai was comparable to high-end
Thai restaurants. It is mildly spicy
and served with a generous amount of
sauce. The curry is delicious, served
with potatoes, peppers, chicken and
a choice of white rice, brown rice, or
vegetables. The Thai Boba tea was
sweet and had a strong tea flavor, a
unique characteristic of J&T when
compared to other Boba tea cafes. All
of the dishes were served in generous
portions, delicious and cost no more

than $7 each. Other popular items on
the menu were chicken satay skewers
and BBQ pork skewers. Both appetizers
cost only $3 each. The overall quality of
the food was commendable, especially
considering the low prices.
"It's a great addition to the selection
of restaurants we have available close
to campus, it's affordable, and great for
when you don't have time to get food
during finals and midterms," junior
Jasmine Martirosyan said.
The restaurant offers a simple
menu with great choices. A great
option for eating out on a budget in
Linda Vista.

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2014

ARTS & CULTURE

11

USD and The Old Globe partner for The Winter's Tale
Artistic Director Barry Edelstein debuts with MFA students
By Kliea Pollard
A&C EDITOR

One
of
the
leading
Shakespearean authorities in the
country, Barry Edelstein, makes his
directorial debut at The Old Globe
guiding the vision for the fantastical
classic, The Winter's Tale. This is
the latest Shakespeare production
to open on the Old Globe stage
boasting a talented cast from USDs
world-renowned MFA program.
The Winter's Tale is described
as a magical, tragicomedy designed
to highlight the cost of a mistake.
"It's a play about second
chances, and it's a play about
losing things, and having a second
opportunity to set right the mistakes
that you made. That's kind of the
emotional territory," Edelstein
said. "It's about a guy that makes
a mistake that costs him dearly, but
in the end a miracle takes place that
restores him some, not all, of what
he lost."
The MFA Program
USDs partnership with The Old
Globe began in 1987. A generous
donation from Donald and Darlene
Shiley helped lay the groundwork
for the new program. At creation,
the program's purpose was to train
the next generation of performers
in classical text. Today it is ranked
as one of the country's top graduate
programs for the dramatic arts. The
program is selective, offering fulltuition to seven students accepted
after an arduous audition process.
The selected students are
met with a demanding schedule
including
workshops,
classes
and rehearsals. Still, the benefits
far outweigh the costs of a
busy schedule. Students gain
practical performing experience
at a prestigious regional theatre,
earning their MFA degree after two
years of study.

Photo Courtesy of John Moran
Old Globe Artistic Director Barry Edelstein (back row, center) with the cast ofThe Winter'sTale: (back row, from left) Kushtrim Hoxha, A.Z. Kelsey, Lindsay Brill, Robbie Simpson, Brendan Spieth, Paul Kandel, Meaghan Boeing, and Patrick
Zeller; (middle row) Angel Desai, Paul Michael Valley, Natacha Roi, Billy Campbell, Cornell Womack, and Mark Nelson; (front row) Jamal Douglas, Erin Elizabeth Adams, Nadia Guevara, and Albert Park (not pictured: Jordi Bertran and Maya
Kazan).

The Cast
The USD students selected
for roles in The Winter's Tale
auditioned from all over the country
with impressive amounts of acting
experience under their belts.
This is Lindsay Brill's first
official Globe production. She is a
first-year student playing Mopsa,
the Clown's not-so-intelligent
girlfriend. Brill wasn't always
in love with the classics. After
graduating
from
Washington
University, many of her acting
opportunities were based in New
York City. Brill landed mostly
contemporary roles, now looking
to the MFA program for more
classical experience.
"I'm becoming more of a fan
of the classics each day I'm here
at rehearsal. It wasn't love at first
sight for me. I'm falling deeper in
love as the days go on," Brill said.
"Barry Edelstein is really aiding in
that process. The way he speaks
about Shakespeare, the way he
approaches the text is tangible and
illuminating."

The amount of work in
preparation for the show is
enormous. From tech rehearsals to
delving into textwork, the actors
spend countless hours in preparation
for each role. Each actor has tailored
their own performance strategies to

tackle Shakespeare's work.
Shakespeare's text presented
a special challenge for Kushtrim
Hoxha for whom English is his
second language. Hoxha came
to the U.S. as a refuge in 1999
from Kosovo, Europe following
the war. He attended college in
North Carolina and auditioned for
the MFA program because of a
recommendation from a professor.
In The Winter's Tale He plays
Cleomenes, the comical Sicilian
Lord sent on a mission, by King
Leontes to consult the Oracle.
Hoxha's travels around the
world performing as part of a
regional troupe has contributed to
his personal approach to acting.
"Traveling has opened my
mind. Seeing different troupes
performing stuff you begin to

Lindsay Brill/Photo Courtesy ofThe Old Globe

at The Globe as well as Nicholas
Martin's
100th
Anniversary
production of Pygmalion. Her role
in The Winter's Tale is Dorcas, the
country-dwelling maiden accused
of having an affair with Mopsa's
boyfriend, the Clown.
An audition for the school play
her junior year in high school began
her journey in the arts. "I actually
got the part I auditioned for and I
was really excited. Then after that
I went to figure out other ways of
working at acting," Adams said.
Though Adams has done small
amounts of film work, her love of
play writing is what originally drew
her to Shakespeare's rich text and it
is her passion for theatre that's kept
her interested.
"I want to do more film
eventually. In this economy you
have to do both theatre and film to
be a successful actor. Film keeps
lights on, theatre helps keep your
instrument sharp, so, you do both,"
Adams said. "It's quite hard to
make a living just from theatre but
it can and is being done, and I'm
quite happy for those doing it."

infamous bear chase and a statue
that comes to life. All of these
elements require a combined effort
between members of the creative
team.
"The
process
is
highly
collaborative. That's what's so
great about the theatre, it's the most
highly collaborative art form, that's
what makes it so fun," Edelstein
said. "You get to gather a group of
talented people and see what we
will come up with together."
Edelstein hopes to continue
the long tradition of brilliant
Shakespeare pieces produced at
The Globe.

Kushtrim Hoxha/ Photo Courtesy ofThe Old Globe

Barry Edelsteln/John Moran

understand the craft of acting
better. You have to- somehow
identify with every character you
play to see what you share in
common," Hoxha said. "To bring
yourself to those characters, to
make it more authentic, you can't
just disappear. You have to have
some authenticity."
Erin Elizabeth Adams found a
way to identify with her character
Dorcas.
"She's young and carefree, and
not the brightest but I can identify
with her making a fool out of herself
for love. She's in love with a clown
a and he doesn't love her back,"
Adams said. "I think everyone can
identify with this feeling, making a
fool of themselves for love."
Adams is a second-year student
in the program. She has been in
the annual Shakespeare Festival

Erin Elizabeth Adams/ Photo Courtesy ofThe Old Globe

What to Expect
Expect to see minor changes
in the show. Edelstein has directed
the piece to suit a contemporary
audience, opting for modern
costuming for the cast. This is
also the first time in 13 years that
Shakespeare will be performed
indoors at The Globe.
The Winter's Tale also presents
a large amount of technical
challenges. There are a number of
party scenes, a storm scene, the

A Winter's Tale runs through
March 13 at The Old Globe Theatre.

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2014

12

ARTS & CULTURE

EDITOR

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Khea Pollard

Anastasia Macdonald

Katelyn Montero/The Vista

St. Lucia rocks the Casbah with pop-synth vibes
By Katelyn Montero
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Driving past a row of airport
parking lots near downtown San Diego,
it Would be easy to mistake the gritty,
red building on the corner of Kettner
and Laurel for a run-down warehouse.
A small sign above the door labels The
Casbah, a small nightclub and bar that
features live shows every day of the
week.
On Monday, Feb. 10, a small,
white piece of paper is taped to the
outside of the building with the words
"Sold Out" written in black sharpie.
Much like the sign, the venue itself is
simple and serves its purpose, without
any extra frivolity. At 8:30 p.m., the

doors open and the sold-out venue
begins to fill as concertgoers eagerly
await the headlining band St. Lucia.
The inside of the building feels
more like a cross between a recording
studio and basement than a concert
hall, with a simple stage only a couple
feet off of the ground and minimal
lighting equipment.
The low murmurs of conversation
fill up the space until three people in
the crowd step onto stage and start to
fiddle with their instruments. Without
any announcement or warning, a shorthaired blonde jumps up and grabs the
microphone and introduces herself
as Conway. The crowd slowly begins
to shift from the bar to in front of the
stage as the band begins to play. The
drummer,, guitarist and bassist can each

hold their own with their instruments,
but ultimately fall into the shadows of
the lead singer's captivating presence.
On its own, the music is catchy,
melodic and intriguing, but serves as
merely the backdrop for one of the
most interesting female vocal ranges in
modern music.
Conway begins her songs with a
deep, husky voice and then effortlessly
drifts up multiple octaves, displaying
not only an impressive range, but
also incredible vocal control. Perhaps
equally captivating as her voice is
Conway's stage presence. Jumping
around the stage and glaring out into
the crowd, the singer appears as if she
never quite grew out of her angsty
teenage years, and the crowd couldn't
take their eyes off of her. Not a single

iPhone or camera came out of a pocket
for the first four songs, as if the guests
of the iconic venue were following an
unwritten rule to just be present and
enjoy the music.
A little before 10:30 p.m., St.
Lucia takes the stage in front of the
now-packed room. The synth-pop
band's music maintains a tricky
balance between a light, upbeat
sound, well-developed melodies and
meaningful lyrics. Lead singer and
songwriter Jean-Philip Grobler cites
80's legends like Fleetwood Mac
and Madonna as some of his musical
inspirations, but the synthetically
infused sound gives the band's music
a much more contemporary feel. The
crowd seems to match the sound, with
a stark dichotomy between middle-

aged attendees and twenty-somethings.
Whether the intimate setting of
the venue or the relaxed nature of
the band, the concert felt less like a
performance, and more like a glimpse
into a recording studio. First opening in
1989, The Casbah has been a common
ground for up and coming artists and
well-established names alike. The list
of past performers might as well be
Coachella's 2014 lineup, with former
acts such as Arcade Fire, MGMT,
Death Cab for Cutie, Modest Mouse
and Vampire Weekend gracing the
small venue's stage. As if a rite of
passage, St. Lucia's sold-out concert
is simply one stop on the road to the
big stage, where they will be joining
fellow Casbah alums for Coachella this
Spring.

Creative Writing of the Week: FIRST LIGHT
Bv Lauren D' Agostino
CONTRIBUTOR

Type of piece: Fiction
A story about a budding
writer who comes back to
her childhood home

long before he had to, and left
behind the idea that there were
any seasons but summer, that
the light could ever be weak and
white.
Allison breathes deep again and
this time feels someone for real.
A creak of a porch step and a
jingle. There's warm, wet breath
on her cheek and shaggy golden

a quiet prayer of thanks that she
does not do what they do, and
that he, on the porch, taught her
to crave other, scarier things.
Rex is the only one with a smile,
his black lips stretched out. The
regular little town is the most
glorious and fascinating place to
him, even after all these years.
He frolics in the same grass every

supposed to make her desperate
to be different. She had longed
for that wanderlust to soak into
her writing and imagined that
being home would rekindle that
excitement she felt to spring out
into the world again. But Allison
couldn't help but realize that she
had come back to a place that was
once home, but seemed drained
of memories. Without Dad and

Rex yipped and with an
uncharacteristic burst of speed
romped towards one of the
identical houses on the lane. He
flopped down on the driveway,
whining a little.

A

Year: Sophomore
Major: Psychology
Why I Write:
To capture the world in
the way*I see it

"Hey buddy what's going on?" she
whispered into his floppy ear. He
whined again and stared into the
front window of this particular
house. Through the curtains, a
man was straightening his be and
quickly brushing his hand through
his hair.

cive

o'clock in the morning,
the dawn of a scorcher. Allison
breathes deep. There's a creek,
and a white white porch where
the third step squeak is drowned
out by the burble of water around
an algae slimy rock. At 5 a.m. the
;un has not yet risen, but its right
:here. Immanent. Behind the hill,
this is called first light, and its
when the first E-string whistle of a
authatch sounds. It's a cacophony
of winged things begins. At last
ight, it is frogs, water time, but
the crack of dawn belongs to the
airds.
she feels like she's not alone.
Maybe its how she's used to it,
used to five o'clocks when he
would wake up too and they
would breathe in tandem, glancing
at each other when the birds
began. They would sit together
on the porch when the summers
were open like a plain stretching
out into far away August, and
low, at 23 its not fair that they
are over and that time just kept
marching along like a line of ants.
A/here was he now? Patagonia
was the romantic answer, jail was
more likely. He used to talk about
:he Mexican border and he spoke
;o longingly that his breath was
a dry desert wind and when he
wanted to go up to Alaska she saw
:he deepest snow melt lake in his
eyes. He left behind his porch life

the tiniest bit of him in them.
Sometimes it was his smile,
sometimes his walk. All of them
with his irreplaceable spark. They
all did greater things than she
had ever done, things that she
imagined he would do. She was
young when he left to wander, she
was too young to have any more
than a Valentine's day crush on
him.

"Who's that Rex? Huh? Who's
your friend in there?"
The front door of the house
opening startled her'and she
jumped up, tugging Rex to his feet
and trying to casually meander
away. They passed the house and
behind her the man was getting
into his car. She heard the engine
rumble and at the last second she
glanced over to see what Rex was
whining about.

* Photo Courtesy of Paul Mel l ing

fur too close to her nose. Rex. She
laughs and hugs him tight. His
thick tail bats at her ankles as she
hooks the leash onto his collar.
Rex has to be smiling back at her,
with that happy, tongue out grin.
They bounce down the porch
steps together, free, as the rest
of Westville trudges out to their
cars. With their "Bye honey's" and
"I love you's," they are the reason
that Allison walks Rex so early.
She likes to hear their shuffles
to their beige cars and likes to
walk by and see their silhouettes
in the windows as they button
themselves inside fresh smelling
shirts. Best of all, she likes to say

day, laps water out of the same
puddles and is inexhaustibly
excited. No one is safe from his
wild abandon and people trudging
to their cars tiredly give him a little
pat and glance over at Allison.
Morning after morning they made
weary eye contact with her and
she would silently thank Rex
because otherwise, she could go a
week without being asked how her
day was going.
Coming back to Westville was
supposed to be a pivotal career
move. It should have helped her
gather her scattered thoughts.
The quiet suburban hum was

Nancy around, the rooms were
just rooms, the rugs just rugs and
the windows a bit too dusty. She
thought her book would be done
in eight weeks if she were all alone
there, suffocating with nostalgia.
But it was building up right out of
reach and slipping away, dust to
dust
She wanted her book to be a
story of travels and excessive
adventures. She wanted her main
characters to find themselves in
Thailand, to escape the system,
to refuse to sit down for even
a heartbeat. Each one of these
fictional idols she created held

They made a half second of eye
contact. Shock hit her like a bolt
of lightening, sizzling down from
the top of her head anchoring her
to the concrete, it was him and
he was back and he was one of
those lead-footed soldiers that
she secretly looked down upon.
The stories she created about
his travels flashed in front of her.
He was supposed to be scaling a
mountain or singing in a pub in
Ireland. He was not supposed to
be here, he was supposed to be
out living so that she could write
his stories. The car buzzed by and
the moment was gone. Maybe
she imagined it but he might have
smiled. Just a bit, contentedly.

Have feedback for the writer?
Email: arts@usdvista.com
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Valentine's Day Crossword

Down

Across

1. Synonem of Smooch

2. Alone on Valentines Day

6. A card sent on February
14th

3. The symbol of love
4. After a marriage proposal
5.Heart shaped Valentines
candy
7. Two people in a relationship
8. A red flower
10 Assorted sweets
11. God of love and a child
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Art Laboe: Valentines
Super Love Jam
Valley View Casino Center.
[formerly San Diego Sports
Arena] San Diego. CA.
Kassi Karabaich/ The Vista
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Blueskins'

By Hunter Jameson
SPORTS EDITOR
The Washington Redskins were
recently called out about their team
name by two political figures, saying
the name is offensive to Native
Americans.
Democratic
Senator
Maria Cantwell of Washington and
Republican Representative Tom Cole
of Oklahoma sent a letter to NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell about
how allowing the name to stand all of
these years is not appropriate with the
history behind the name Redskin.
This controversy dates back to
the origin of the term, Redskin, and
whether or not people know exactly
where it came from. Personally, I was
not aware at the offensive nature of the
name because of the fact that the team
has been around for so long. The fact
that this team happens to reside in our
nation's capital adds to the seriousness:
Originally, the team was called the
"Boston Braves" when George Preston
Marshall was the owner back in 1932.
Marshall gained sole ownership of the
team and changed the name "Brave" to
"Redskin" in July of 1933. I'm not sure
what Marshall's motive was behind the
name, but the fact is, this decision was
made 81 years ago.
The team was moved to
Washington in 1937, where many
momentous firsts were established in
the NFL. The Redskins started the first
ever marching band and the first fight
song, called "Hail to the Redskins."
Would this name change mean
that the first
ever fight
song and
marching band must change their
name? What potential team name
options should be considered?
Personally, maybe they should
just go back to the Washington
Braves. Another option that seems
logical would be the Washington
Monuments. How funny would that
be? The announcer screaming, "Robert
Griffin throws a touchdown for the
WASHINGTON
MONUMENTS!"
The Atlanta Braves in Major League
Baseball already claim the "Braves"
name, so I like the "Monuments" idea
better.
What about the Washington
Presidents? There is already the
Washington Nationals in baseball and
Washington Capitals in hockey, so
why not just complete the patriotic
theme for all major sports teams in our
capital?
I want to know what Redskin's
fans think of this. If it took 81 years for
political figures to send a threatening
enough message that the name change
is considered, will the NFL and
Redskins organization actually follow
through.
As a fan, if my favorite football
team was forced to change their name,
I would definitely be upset. What if it
turns out like the name change for the
New Orleans Hornets? The Hornets are
no longer, and are now referred to as
the Pelicans.
I am not sure what the boss was
thinking on that one, but I find it hard
to be intimidated by a bird that hovers
around beaches .The name of a team
can create a demeanor that helps it's
players thrive. A fearce name can even
bring out a different side of players
who are motivated by playing for them.
Are there any other teams in
professional sports that could have a
similar situation happen to them? If
the team relocates because of a buyout
situation, then it makes sense for the
new owner to have the ability to change
the name. The Seattle SuperSonics are
now the Oklahoma City Thunder, which
sparked some controversy between the
two cities, but that is another story.
1 think that the opinions of those
really affected by the name, those of
Native American descent who take
serious opposition, need to be heard.
Ultimately, respect is the main
concern here and should be considered.
This nation is not exactly in the position
to be worrying about team mascot
names of football teams, but freedom
of speech is a right and practice of this
country. I wonder what sparked such
strong action from Cantwell and Cole,
but this is a controversial topic because
of the type of history it deals with.
Ultimately, I really don't know
what the Redskins will do or the end
result of the situation, but the NFL
announcers and team designers better
be prepared to make some changes.

Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics

Walter and Betty Zable have been involved with USD athletics for the last 40 years.The most recent donation, coming from their estate, was a generous $6 million.

Zable estate donates $6 million
USD athletics receives large gift

By Maya Arrieta
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
The University of San Diego has
received a $6 million donation from the
estate of the late Walter and Betty Zable
to support the athletics department and
fund athletic scholarships. The money
is expected to help USD improve
several sports'facilities, including the
tennis and softball facilities, as well as
a short game golf practice site.
The Zables have been long
standing supporters of USD athletics,
and have contributed yearly to Torero
sport programs for nearly 40 years.
USD President Mary Lyons
announced the donation in a press
release on Feb. 3.
"We are forever grateful to the
Zables for their generous support of
USD's athletics program," Lyons said.
"Their generous contributions during
the last four decades have allowed USD
to create several endowed scholarships
that
will ' provide
educational
opportunities for countless outstanding
Torero student athletes."
Walter Zable was a well-known
local businessman who founded the
military defense and high technology
development
company
Cubic
Corporation. His relationship with

USD dates back to 1977, when he
became a member of the university's
Board of Trustees, serving until 1996.
He passed away at 97 in June of
2012, five years after the death of his.
wife. He had a lasting influence on
USD and especially on the athletics
department. In 2006, USD honored
Zable by naming its football stadium
the Walter J. Zable Field at Torero
Stadium, commemorating his years of
involvement.
Brian Fogarty, associate director
for development and former Torero
football head coach, said he got to
know Zable well over the past 30
years. "In this community he had been
passionate about all forms of athletics,"
Fogarty said. "He believed he would
have never gone to college had he
not gotten an athletic scholarship, so
he always felt that sports were a very
valuable part of his life. He wanted to
support that for other students."
This donation.has stood out as
one of the largest the Torero sports
program has ever received. The money
will be primarily used for athletic
scholarships, and the rest will be put
toward a capital projects campaign for
athletics, according to Fogarty. He said
that part of the money was committed
to USD even before the most recent
estate donation, and was used to

help build Fowler Park. The athletics
department has several projects it
hopes to complete with the funds over
the next few years.
A $1 million portion of the money
was set up specifically for the Zable
Scholars program, which will fund
scholarships available for the general
student population, not exclusively
athletes.
"We are so fortunate to be the
largest recipient of a donation in terms
of athletics. This gift has obviously
made a significant difference for us,"
Fogarty said. "There are several areas
we're hoping to improve in the future,
and his money will be helpful along the
way."
The Zables had a long history
of philanthropy in San Diego, and
especially to the city's college athletics.
In 1997, they began the private Walter
J. and Betty C. Zable Foundation with
the mission of supporting science and
athletics for youth throughout San
Diego County. According to Warren
Magill, Zable Foundation's president,
Zable established the foundation 15
years before his death to be "a vehicle
to continue the charitable giving he had
done for most of his adult life."
In addition to supporting USD,
the Zables were major benefactors to
sports programs at their alma mater, the

College of William and Mary,and to the
San Diego State basketball program. In
2013, the Zable Foundation donated $1
million toward the funding of the Aztec
Basketball Performance Center. In
2005, the City of San Diego recognized
Zable's contributions by holding a
"Walter J. Zable Day" in his honor.
Zable himself was a huge sports
fan, and was an accomplished football
player during his college years at
The College of William and Mary in
Virginia. His senior year, he was named
an All-American Honorable Mention
as a wide receiver, and was later named
to the William and Mary Sports Hall of
Fame. He was offered the opportunity
to play professional football in the
1930's, but instead chose to move to
San Diego to pursue entrepreneurship.
His own athletic experience greatly
helped to inspire the mission behind his
philanthropic efforts.
"He just loved the lessons that
intercollegiate athletics taught our
students, he was just really into it,"
USD Athletic Director Ky Snyder said.
"Trustees give of their time and their
talent and their treasure, and he did all
three of those to a great degree on this
campus. I'm glad he will have a lasting
legacy."

Chris Grant out as Cavaliers General Manager
USD Alum fired midseason
By Ryan Hand
CONTRIBUTOR
The Cleveland Cavaliers fired
General Manager Chris Grant on
Thursday after eight and a half seasons
with the team. Grant, a USD alum, was
given the General Manager position by
the Cavaliers in 2010. Since then, the
team has won less than 30 percent of
their games and has failed to make the
playoffs. The Cavaliers have had four
top-5 picks in the NBA draft over the
past three years, including having the
No. 1 overall pick twice. Despite the
team's young talent, they are 16-33 on
the season. A 119-108 loss to the Los
Angeles Lakers on Wednesday, Feb.
5, night was the last straw for team
owner Dan Gilbert, who announced the
following day that the team would be
parting ways with Grant and replacing
him with David Griffin.
The Cavaliers have not had much
success since the LeBron James era.

Cavs entered somewhat of a rebuilding
stage. The team was hopeful that
Chris Grant could contribute to the
resurgence of the once-proud franchise.
Unfortunately, since James' departure,
the Cavs have had the NBA's lowest
win percentage.
Following a tumultuous 20102011 season in which the Cavaliers
won just 19 games, the team was given
the No. 1 overall pick in the NBA draft.
They selected guard Kyrie Irving out of
Duke University. Irving has played well
since joining the Cavaliers, and Grant
earned praise for the selection. They
also had the No. 4 overall pick in that
year's draft, which they used to bring
in power forward Tristan Thompson
from the University of Texas. Irving
would go on to win rookie of the year
in the 2011-2012 season, although the
team finished with a record of 21-45
and missed the playoffs for the second
year in a row.
With two more first-round draft

Grant, a USD alum, was given the General
Manager position by the Cavaliers in 2010.
Since then, the team has won less than 30
percent of their games and has failed to
make the playoffs.
James was drafted by the Cavs in 2003
and remained with the team until 2010,
when he made his decision to leave
Cleveland for the Miami Heat. During
that stretch, the Cavaliers made five
playoff appearances and made it to the
NBA finals in 2007, but were unable
to win a championship with James.
When James signed with Miami, the

picks in 2012, Grant and the Cavaliers
selected guard Dion Waiters from
Syracuse University with the No. 4
overall pick and University of North
Carolina center Tyler Zeller with the
seventeenth pick. Despite adding
more young talent to their roster, the
Cavaliers finished 24-58 on the season
and missed the playoffs once again.

At 6-foot-10, Grant played Center for the
Toreros before graduating in 1994 with a
degree in psychology. Brown played two
seasons for the Toreros before graduating in
1992 with a degree in business administration.
With these struggles came more
pressure on the general manager to turn
things around for the Cavaliers. The
team fired head coach Byron Scott after
three seasons. Grant openly supported
the return of former head coach Mike
Brown, also a former Torero, who was
fired by the Cavaliers in 2010. Despite
Brown's history with the team. Grant
was very supportive of Brown's return
and helped to persuade owner Dan
Gilbert in hiring him once again. Grant
was the subject of much criticism after
this hire, especially since Brown had
just been fired the previous year by the
Lakers just five games into the season.
In 2013, the Cavaliers had the
No. 1 overall pick for the second time
in three years. They selected forward
Anthony Bennett from the University
of Nevada Las Vegas. Bennett has had
a difficult rookie season, and Grant has
received some criticism for the pick.
With six first-round draft picks over
the past three years, the Cavaliers have
failed to put together a winning season
during that stretch. Owner Dan Gilbert
called the team's recent performance
"unacceptable," and it appears letting
go of Grant was his first move in
attempting to get the team back on
track.
It came as a surprise to many
that the team would fire their general
manager mid-season without also

firing the head coach. Despite rumors
that Mike Brown may be the next to
go, he is in his first year of a four-year
contract, on which he is owed $20
million. Dan Gilbert has stood by his
head coach, assuring Cavs fans that he
can lead the team to success. Grant, on
the other hand, was in the final year of
his contract.
Both Grant and Brown attended
USD, where they were teammates
for a year on the basketball team. At
6-foot-10, Grant played Center for the
Toreros before graduating in 1994 with
a degree in psychology. Brown played
two seasons for the Toreros before
graduating in 1992 with a degree in
business administration.
The Cavaliers' vocal owner
Dan Gilbert made headlines after the
departure of LeBron James in 2010,
when he made a personal guarantee
that his team would win an NBA
championship before James could. Not
only was Gilbert unable to deliver on
that promise, but the team has headed
in the opposite direction. The Cavaliers
were expected to be in playoff
contention this season, but instead they
appear to be in the running for another
top draft pick. If the Cavaliers are able
to make a championship run in the
future, unfortunately Chris Grant will
not be along for the ride.
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2014 Winter Olympics are underway in Sochi
world The
comes together in Russia for this year's Games

By Audrey Beck
STAFF WRITER
It is that special time of year
again. A time when men and women
from all over the world come together
in the hopes of winning medals for their
country. This year's Winter Olympics
are being held in Sochi, Russia, a
quaint Black Sea resort town nestled
up against the Caucasus Mountains.
These games have been plagued with
provocative and divisive issues such
as gay rights, terrorism and hostile
relations over various issues between
the U.S. and Russia. Because of this
less than ideal atmosphere, many world
leaders, including President Obama,
will not be attending these games.
It is indeed unfortunate that
controversies have garnered so much
media focus, but for the next two weeks
hopefully the lens will be placed, as it
should be, squarely on the athletes.
The winter Olympics is truly a grand
event that gives incredible athletes the
opportunity once every four years to
meet together on an epic and glorious
stage. It's a time and event established
to bring the world together, so the news
from Sochi should remain in line with
the Olympic spirit over the next few
weeks.
It all started with opening
ceremony and as Team USA walked
into Fisht Stadium, dressed head to toe
in Ralph Lauren. Adorned in red, white
and blue, all the athletes had smiles
from ear to ear. This exciting moment
is something that all Americans should
cherish. For these men and women, it
would not just be games, but a chance
to make their dreams a reality. This
opening ceremony did an effective job
in showing just how small the world
really is and how similar people are
across vast seas. There will be over
3,000 athletes competing at Sochi
and they will hail from 88 different
nations, making this the biggest winter
Olympics yet
On Team USA alone, there are a
total of 230 athletes, 106 of which are

*VS9HI

returning champions. Team USA is
one of the larger teams to participate
in the games and it is composed of
a diverse and impressive group of
athletes. Among these athletes there
is Shaun White, a huge fan favorite
for snowboard fans everywhere. Even
though he cropped his trademark orange
mane, White will still be garnering
mass support from his legion of fans
when he takes to the slopes. White was
born and raised in San Diego, CA, and
he is expected to do very well in these
games. His main focus will be winning
his third gold medal in the halfpipe
event and if history is any indicator of
how things will go, White should leave
quite a unique mark on Sochi.
Another impressive athlete is
the speed skater from Chicago, 1L,
Shani Davis. Throughout his career

he has broken several world records, as a relief to some who prefer a more
ultimately changing the face of speed precise and refined event. The grace
skating with his skill and swiftness. If and fluidity of the dancers' movements
he wins, he could be the first Olympian as they seem to float on air is amazing
to win an individual event at three to watch and always a favorite among
successive Olympics. When it comes audiences everywhere. The most
to speed skating, the women's team remarkable pair of ice-dancers this
proves that they have what it takes year is undoubtedly Meryl Davis
to win. The two leading U.S. women and Charlie White. These two have
speed skaters are Heather Richardson been skating together for about 16
and Brittany Bowe. These women are years and they have every intention
competitors on the ice but off the ice, of winning gold. Davis and White
they are good friends who push one have been practicing together for the
another to be the best. It is expected majority of their lives, and if practice
that one of these women will bring makes perfect then they should have no
home the gold and it can be confidently trouble wowing not only the judges but
proclaimed that they will support one also the millions of viewers watching
another no matter the outcome. After from all over the world.
There are even a few teenagers
watching the intense and fast-paced
races of the speed skating events, the representing Team USA, including
ice-dancing competition may come the graceful Gracie Gold, who will be

figure skating and trying to live up to
her last name, and Mikaela Shiffrin
who is competing in slalom. While
most of us were attending high school
football games and preparing for
college, these two young women were
practicing everyday, honing their skills
and travelling all over the country in
the hopes of making it to the world
stage. Well, they've made it and it is
their time to stand out and show that
hard work really does pay off.
There are so many extraordinary
athletes representing America this year
in Sochi and with any luck they will be
able to achieve their goals and win gold.
Currently, the USA are tied for fourth
in total medals with Russia. There are
still a lot of medals to be won, as a
majority of the final competitions take
place toward the end of the Olympics.
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USA Baseball honors Kris Bryant before alumni game
Toreros start season with 6-2 victory over the alumni
BRYANT, continued from Front Page
"baseball program was able to
give him during his collegiate career.
"Mentally, there are a lot of tools that
they give us here that allow us to suc
ceed at the next level," Bryant said.
After the season was over, Bry
ant declared for the Major League
Baseball draft and the Chicago Cubs
rewarded him for being such a talented
player by taking him second overall in
the draft. With this number two overall
selection, Bryant became the highest
drafted player in USD and WCC his
tory. He also received a $6.7 million
signing bonus, the largest of any player
drafted.
"It's just a dream come true to
be able to have the opportunity to get
up there and play, and I just feel so
blessed," Bryant said.
He immediately went into the
Cubs farm system and was sent to the
Arizona League to start rookie ball,
where he stayed for a total of one day.
Following his short stay in Arizona,
Bryant went to Boise, ID to play for
the Boise Hawks. The Hawks compete
in the Northwest League, which is con
sidered A- in the level of profession
al baseball. In just 18 games, he had
four home runs, 16 RBIs and 13 runs
scored. Bryant was promoted to the A+
level of professional baseball, moving
to Daytona, FL to play for the Daytona
Cubs. He played 16 games for Daytona
and hit five home runs with 14 RBIs
during this time.
Bryant quickly made a name for
himself in the world of professional
baseball, and the accolades followed.
He played in the Arizona fall league
during the months of October and No
vember, which hosts some of the top

upcoming prospects in baseball. He
was given the Joe Black Award for
being the most valuable player in the
league after hitting six home runs and
17 RBIs in 21 games. During his pro
fessional career, Bryant has continued
to play third base and also spent time
as a designated hitter.
The Chicago Cubs are anxiously
awaiting the arrival of such a powerful
hitter like Bryant. There is speculation
that he might get the call up to the big
leagues sometime in the 2014 season,
and his performance thus far shows
that he should be ready. The difficult
decision as to which walk up song
Bryant will choose for his first major
league at-bat is definitely something
he will consider. "I'm very picky with
mine. It takes some time, but lately I've
been listening to a lot of country so I
like Kick it in the Sticks by Brantley
Gilbert," Bryant said.
Bryant did not play in the alum
ni game, as he has to report to Spring
Training in less than a week. There
were several professional baseball
players who joined the alumni, includ
ing 2008 National Pitcher of the Year,
Brian Matusz of the Baltimore Orioles.
He started the game for the alumni and
shut down the current Torero players in
order. The 2014 Torero baseball team
was able to earn the victory 6-2 after
scoring four runs in the ninth inning.
Austin Green, who currently plays in
the Detroit Tigers organization, blasted
a two-run home run half way into the
trees in right-center field. That was
about all the alumni could get, as soph
omore shortstop Kyle Holder delivered
the big hit in the ninth.
The Toreros open up the season
with a three game series at Fowler park
against the University of New Mexico
Lobos, starting Feb. 17 at 6:00 p.m.
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